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A FAMILY AFFAIR

BY HUGH CONWAY,

Author of *'Called Back" and "' Dark Days."

the of Padding-
ton Btatian wore

neaded to conguer the
damp fog which filled the arched expanse from
ond to end. broad platforn teemed with

the motion and bustle attendant upon the de-
parture of atrain.  The boys alone
were having a comparatively dull time of it,
nx the first aot of every pussenger, upon fak-
ing his seat, was to pull up the window and
shut out as much tog as posible, dec to
lat the sash down fw;{m oxcept
travolors, who, having their fares, claimed
their right to scata in the train—a proceeding
which, to the firet Installed y Always
seetns supromoely selfish, new comner, or
comers, might choose some olher compart-
ment than his!

The moving rack which bears the
reachod the extreme end of the train,
stromg-army | official below burled the last

s 3%% M'l::-m
along the top § P
recklessly from one to another, Deft asan
Indinn juggler, he caught the gleaming mis-
#lle, slapped it into the last socket, and sprang
{ncontinemtly from the already moving train,
The guand shut the last door, which msome-
vep gy b o e o by
his van ns it swept i
the minute, the five o'clock train left London
and bogan it race to

In one of the first<lass compartments were
thres pusengers, although the railroad com-
pany would only benefit to the extent of two
fares, one of these pausengers being a child
sl young enotgh to be passed off as a child.
in arms by all save, perhaps, those tender-
minded persons who send  conscience money
to the chancellor of the exchequer. The two
travelers who augmented the company's rev-
enue were a man and a woman. T

That they were strangers was
it was also evident that the man wasan old
traveler., Asx soon as the train was in motion,
and he felt insured l;:' some ﬂ:; tom’;
against disturbance, he arranged his wraps
the most approved fashion, donned a soft cap,
lit & lamp and buried himsolf in a book.
was & young man; but as he in this
tale ouly to disappear, s dotailed descri
would be suporflucus. It {s anc to w
bo was a gentleman, well , well-todo
in appearance, and looked quite in his place
in a first-class carriage,

It was a different matter with the woman,
There was uo obvious reason why she should
not be able and willing to puylhru?m
halfpenny instead of a peuny & wmile for the
pirivilego of being whisked to her destination;
yet one coukl imagine a crusty old director,
who travels free himsolf, and fs therefore
anxious to prevent the com from being
defrauded, calling ton
that the woman's ticket should
Or, from purely benevolent reasons, a per-
won who knows what mistakes women make
in such matters, might with propriety have
remarked: “How comfortable these firsi-
clam carringes are,” For my part, I should
most certainly bave done so—not from be-
nevolence, but to save myself, who had paid
just fare, from feeling swindled if, at the

mey's end, a good-natured tioket collector

off the victlm of such a comfortable mis-
take,
Yet there was nothing remarkabls in the
woman's appearance, except the ntter absence
of Individunlity it displayed. For any guld-
ance bher looks gave, she might have been
rich or poor, young or old, beautiful or ugly,
noble or simple. Had ber traveling com-

fon been a4 curious as he was st present

‘erent about the matter, he might have
st opposite to ber from Londen to the Land's
Eund, yet not bave known how to classify her,
Hhe was dressed in plain black—and black, like
charity nod night, covereth and hideth much,
No scrap of bright ribbon, no vestige of
color, broke the sombre monotony of her
attire, and & thick black vell hid the upper®
part of her face, Hhe sat like one in a
thoughtful frame of mind, Her head was
bent forward, and so threw her mouth and
chin into the shade, Her hands being gloved,
it was impossible to kuow whether she wors
awedding ring or not,

< -—. -. » 3.‘ ;
Pressed her lips upon the child's golden
head.
Of the child, a little boy, there was nothing
that coulid be seen except & mas of bright

golden hair. The woman had wound s thick
woolen shawl around hit, and beld him closs
10 her bosom,

hhqunﬂmntunmnmﬁ

The train sped on through white fog,
It was a fast train, bul not so fast 8a to give
fteelf airv und decline more than
twice in n hundred miles, Near the
wpeed slackened. The gentleman with the
book breathed an inward wnr that he
might not be disturbed. He not notice

oum|
"'Eoulnnm time to get out," be said;
Viwe nre off in & minute."
If sho heard the well-meant caution she
paid no beed to it. Bhamuhmmpg;\m-
car-

It was Do business of
“his if & stupld woman chose to risk miming
the train.

shrugged his shoulders, and resumed his in-
terrupted paragraph.

Although, two minutes afterwards, when
he found the traip o repld moticn. sud him-

and suggesting
be examined.
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child, and disclosed

e .y Haxle

Houss, Onkbury, near HBlacktown."
mumwlmdnl the good sense which
provided for a vy which had
really come to pas, Then he pottlod down to
do the best ho could towards mipplylng the
plnce of the missing woman until stoppage

course pakd to undertake all sorta of delicate
and unforesson duties, with perfect fairnoss
shifted all further responsibility on to his
shoulders, resumed the perusal of his book,
and troubled no more about the mattor,
The guard, without disputing his position
to all un travelors,
knew wha' to do in the present emer-
m The hope that the foolish mother had
to get into another carriage was
dispelled by her not making ber appearance,
He was also puszled by the careful way in
which tho child was labeled, This guard had
seen some curions things in hin time, and, as
the missing woman had hﬂ.:? & scrap of
luggage behind, thought it improbable
that the desertion of the child was due to in-
tention, not acel lent, At first be thought of
leaving the tiny derelict at Bwindon, on the
chance that the mother wonld arrive by the
noxt train from Dideot. Hut the more he
thought the matter ovar the more convinoced
he foit that no mother would arrive by the
next or any following train. Being himself &
family man, and feeling mont kindly disposed
towarda the little golden head which nestled
in the most confiding way against his great
Y take the child on
to Blacktown, and thence forward it as ad-
dressed. He pulled a couple of cushions out
of a first-class carriage, put them in one
corner of his van, and tucked up little Golden-
head an smugly ms any mother conld bave
done; o mugly and comfortably that the
child at once lﬁl"d its blue eyesand slept un-
til the tnin renchind Blacktown,

There the gunrd onrried the little follow
into tho refreshmont room, and leaving him
in charge of the pleasant young ladies, went
to look for m sober yet speculative man who
would take the child to Oakbury on the
chanece of being pald for his trouble. Ho even
gave this man half & crown—to be repald gut
of his prospective reward—for cab hire,
Then, aftor anolther look at the little waif,
who was drinking milk, munching a biscuit,
and being made very much of by the refresh-
ment room young ladies, our guard rushed
back to his somewhat neglected duties, and
was soon wpinning down west at tho rate of
thirty-five miles an bhour.

CHAPTER II1.
A FAMILY OF POSITION,

Be it remembered that Oakbury s not
Blacktown. Many of its inhabitants are
greatly annoyed when thoy hear it called a
miburb of Blacktown. ig pear the
large city, but notof it. Althoogh the fact
cannot be ignored that the existence of the
many country bouses which adorn
Oakbury is as much due to its contizuity to
the dirty thriving town as to ita natural
beauties—and slthough a certain proportion
of those desirable residences has been pu
chased by Hlacktown's successful traders, the
most aristocratic inhabitants of Oakbury look
with fodiffersnce on the good aml evil for.
tunes of the eity. They, the aristocratic in-
babitants, are useful to Blacktown, not
Blacktown to them, They are out of its dis-
rensions and struggles; better still, beyond
‘he range of its taxation, They are of the
mounty, not the town. Bo they head their
Yetters “Oalibury, Westshire; " and, as a rule,
Jecline intimacy with any Blacktown trader
under the rank of banker or merchant prince.

Besides Lord Kelston's well known country
scat, there must be in the parish of Oakbury
woms 20 or 25 gentlemen's residences, They
cannot bo called estates, as the ground at-
tachod to each varies respectively from three
to fifty acres, but nota few of them might
lay claim to be described by that well-round-
&l phrass, dear to asuctioncers and bouse
agenta, '*a country mansion, fit for the occu-
pation and requirements of o family of posd-
tion,” They are not new, Intive, jerry-
built bouses, but good, old-fashioned, solid
affairs. No painted and gilt railings surround
them; thick boundary walls and fine old trees
hide them from the gase of inquisitive holi-
day folks. As the country around is
beautiful and richly timbered ; ns the provail-
ing wind which blows across Oakbury comes
struight from the sea, pure and uncontam-
inated ; ma two of the best packs of hounds
in England meot within an easy distance;
and, prejudice notwithstanding, as the con-
veniences offered by a large city are so close
ot band—it is mo wopder that the rector of
Oakbury numbers mauny families of position
among his parishioners, 1f mine were a fam-
ily of pesition, it should most certainly oe-
cupy & pew in that fine, old square-towered
church

After this description it will be eauily be-
lieved that the Oakbury people are somowhat
excluglve—by the Onkbury people are meant
the inhabitants of the aforesaid twenty
housest; the manner of the tﬂlagmnmluﬂm-]
unall fry who constitute the residuo of the
mnhum: neod not bo taken into account.

Onkbury people proper are very particu-
lar as to with whom thoey mssociate, and the
most particalar and exclusive of all are two
gentlemen named Talbert, the joint owners
and occuplers of Haslowood House,

Their ultra-exclusivensss was but the nat-
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use, you kee, In thelr opinion at least,
the taint of trade stil) clung to them. They
were but a generation removed from the
actual buying, sslling and chaffering. Mata-
rically speaking, their own father's hands
been hardened by the timber, stained by
the tobacco, lathered by the scap, made
sticky by the sugar, according to the particu-
lar branch of trade at which be had worked
to such advantage. Bo it was that upon at-
talming the esrjiest Yoars ol QWcrenon, e
sons decided that it was more incumbent
upou them than upon the generality of m
sons to be particnlarly in
cholce of friendw As y wero amiable,
right-feeling young men, they looked upon
this duty as p sl necessity,
Hud they been tenipted to swerve from this
line of conduct, respect for their father should

improssed the groat dut;
the two boys wiere out of Lo npursery the great
o which Is expected by every sanguine

man came off, Mr, Talbert realised
his capital and sold his business. He obtained
less for it because bo mudo the stipulation that

his namo should no longer in conneoc.
tion with it Then, a widower with one
daughter and two sons, he ht Hazlowood
ﬁ:m.udnﬁld down to gradually

good soclety,
He aducated bis children by this creed. It

is the duty of all people to rise in the world—
both in commaercial and social circles, Thanks
a0 his sxartions and good Zortune, the frst
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the upper ten thousand—among those who do
not make thelr living by barter—as we can
among commercial people.  Let us tharefore
only amociate with thebest. A man has an
wlmm right to choose his own friends,

ho choosw, e s always, per se
We are not dukes. Our father made his
money in—well, nover mind in what, We
are not oven millionaires. We have

wealth to live comfortably and like gentle-
men, but not enough to roll fn. If we go hand
in glove with oll, tobacco, sugar, ete., we
must, on account of the distance
which divides us from the status of commerce,
kink to the level, or at least get confounded
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behooves us to be fastidious even to a fault."
Who can blame such sentiments as thesel
To my mind thers is a kind of shrewd nobility

in them!

Why, with such sensible views on thingw in
general, the two young men did not follow
their sinter's example and make brilliant
matches s & matter which bas nover been
clearly explained. When, after an Immacu-
late carcer, they left Oxford, they were tall,
wall-built, young fellows; moreover carrying
about them an inherent look of distinction.
Bo far as the world knew they had no vices,
Indeed, in apite of staturs, good looks, and
broad M&‘. In some quarters they were
accounted milksops, Perbaps because, in ad-
dition to the polite, even courtly, style which
thay strove to adopt towards every one, they
had many littls finnicking, old-maidish ways
which were a source of merriment to their
contemnporaries,  Nevertheless, among those
‘who were honored with their friendship, the
Talberts were not unpopular. With many
women—the middleaged especially—these
tall, handsome, refined young men were
Em' fuvorites, The fact of the brothers

ving reached the respoctive ages of 40 and
41 without baving wseloctod helps-mcet for
them argues that something which makes
& marTying man was missing from their
uatures.

It may be that ths pleasure they found in

travel prevented their settling down. For
many years, eithor together or singly, the
Talberts spent nine months out of the twelve
away from home. Their father, who had no
wish to pee his sons striving in the ruck of
bumanity for the world's prises, made them
bandsome allowances, Ureatly to thelr credit
they lived within their incomes, even saved
money, These savings they invariably in-
mi in works of art, so that as years went
by thair tions if united would have
formed o vi and tasteful collection, the
units of which had been culled from east,
west, north and south—so judiciously that
the brothers felt sure that, if such a thing
were nesded, the selection would enhance the
reputation they already enjoyed for refined
tastes and know] of matters artistic,
. ‘Ihe brothers were the best of Irenus
They understood and sympathized with each
others' lUkes, dislikes and weaknesses, Only
oties in their lives had they quarrelled, but
that quarrel had lasted for six years. Thoy
shudder now as they look back upon that
time.

It was no vulgar dispute, which is made
known to all the world and in which mutual
friends are expected to take sides, It was
only the Talberts themselves who knew that
a quarre]l existed, To outsiders they seemed
more absurdly polite to each other than be-
fore,

The cause of the quarrel was the interfer-
ence of ono brother in the other'saffairs. They
were peculiar men, and very tenacious of the
Englishman’s duty of minding his own busi-
ness, On a certaln occasion one of them
fancied a rather delicate matter as much his
own business as his brother's,. He was mis-
taken, They did not use high words, because
such things were not in thelr line; but cach
brother was smdly firm.  The u; was that
for six years they only*spoke w they meb
in socloty.

At last old Talbert died. His ruccessful

pro) to each his children or their
children, if any. Then the sons met at Hazle-
wood House and considered what they should
do.

distinet, private property.

By this time our friends had grown rether
about. Moreover, It was
to their position that some place should
called their bome. For nearly twenty
years they had lived in the various capitalsof
Europe, and tl knew that thoy had con
quersd soclety, Indeed, itis whethar
any two men, not celobrities, wers bettor

race and Herbert Talbert, Bo
they resolved to settle down and begin house-

y treasures, and bLe-
ing mot traders, but still thorough men of
business, in order to save any question arising
in the remote future, made exact inventories
of thelr respective belongings, down to the
uttermont, mnallvst and most cracked cup and
maucer, Then they combined their collections
and nade Hazlewood House curiously beau-
tiful with paintings, china and bric-a-brae,
This done, they settled down into quiet do-

life, nwm bouse as methodi-
and cn y, and no doubt s great
better, than any two old women could
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course, with thelr cultivated tastos,
their general :ﬁulrummln. their cosapolitan
experionoes, the many desirable friends
were known to possess, the Talberts'
standing in Oakbury was undeniahle, They
were & oredit to tho meighborbood, aumd
might, hsd they not been too good-hearted to
dream of such s provoeding, have snubbed
any one of the familles of position without
dreading reprisals. If people laughed at
thelr womanish wayy, effaminate procesd-
ings and domestic economies, they were,
nevertholess, always giad to entertain or to
hnnhﬂti:d by the Talberts. The latter

£

CHAPTER [T,
AN AROUMENT AND AN ARRIVAL.

mmnnﬁhtwhnlhn down train carrlsd
the golden- child to Blacktown, the
Tulberts bad dined st bhome, without com-
pany. The two men wore still at the table,
thelr claret and wmoking cligarottes,

¥ were neither mu drinking men nor

the two were dressed in
the evening of the nineteenth h
It will also mmmuﬁm
was mont laid out. Inwpite of the
season being midwintor, it was gay with
flowers. Quaint antique allver and
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a mvalm nature thaphtnu:‘rﬂlhu-m
six-fest wny men washing rubbing
lhdrmrfn and costly glass seemed intensely

The Talberts showed no signs of annoy-
ance; they even mnllod gravely in responss to
ks vulgar mirth; but Haxlewood House knew
That person no more,

But the wretch took his reveage after the
manner of his kind. Unluckily, in rpite of
hia faults, his position in the county was not
to be desplsed, and more unluckily he
-duwrtdnmmntdhumnnl’hm
class, He wus brutal enough to nickname
our friends the “Tabbies," and,
or not, the name clung to them,
eling for ever and ever. This is but another
proof of how careful & man should be in the
selection of his friends,

Although to-night the glass was as radiant
as gver, there was at present no one toadmire
it save itv ownors and caretakers, By virtus
of his yeur of senjority, Horace Talbert sat
at the head of the table. Herbert was at his
right hand. The two brothers were

:
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close, and terminating in a point at the

~—a fashion which suited their long, oval facs
remarkably well, and, perhaps, added a kind
of old-world courtliness to their general ap-
pearance, Their looks may be summed up
by saying that the Talbertsa were men who
one felt ought to mnmm gallery of

distinguished ancestors, abuence of such
a desirable possession seemed o hoartloss
freak of aturs,

The room in which the brothers were sitting
was furnished with a bold mixture of modern
and antique. Where comfort and utility were
the first consideration, the modern provailed;
where ortumnent or decoration had to be sup-
plied, the antique, often the grotesque antique,
was called into requisition. On u:e‘axh.
carved mantelpiece stood Ordental bronse

vases with bideous dragons cresplug round
them, and gaping, grioning kylins, who
looked mockingly and fearlessly at the flerce
metal monsters, They knew—old china
figures know more than people suspact—that
the wore welded to their vases more
irrefragibly than Prometheus to his rock.

Here and there was a plate of rich-colored
doissonne enamel, a piece of Nankin china, s
specimen of old brass work, a bracket of real
old carved oak, an lamp, or some
other article dear to the collector, Home half
& dozen medium-sized but valuable paintings
hung upon the walls, The floor was covered
by a sober-hued Persian carpet, and of course
a roaring fire flllod the grate,

Tho Talberts looked very grave—as grave
and solemn as Homan fathers in high debate.
They were, indeed, discussing a wc-lgllg mat-
ter, After an interval of silence, Herbert
roso and walkid to his brother's side, The
two looked critically down the table.
went to the bottom and looked up the table,
They went to the sides und looked ncros the
table; they oven sent glances diagonally from
COrner 1O COTHET,

It {8 cortainly a great linprovement,” sald
Horave, with quiet triumph.

-
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It ds certainly a great improvement,”
suidd Horaee,

“A great improvement,” echoed the other.
““Echo” Is the right wonl—even their voices
werw alike,

In & contented frame of mind they resumed
thelr seats, their claret, and their cigarettes,
The great improvement was this

For some timo past thise excellent house-
keepers had heen sorely axercised by the con-
ventional way in which laundresses fold table
clotha, They did not like the appesrance of
the three long creases on the mowy expanse.
They turned their inventive abilitiea to ac
count, and a week ago walked down to the
residence, redolent of soap and hot water, of
the woman who did the washing, and startled
the poor creature out of her wits by in-
visting upon their table cloths being folded
in a now and improved fashion. They even
démonstrated their meaning by a practical
experiment, and so impressed the nymph of
the waush tubrand mangle with the importance
they attached to the matter that she had
wctually managed to learn her lesson well
enough for the result of their teaching to
give them great satisfaction.

Coffeo was brought in, and the two gentle-
men were about to leave the dining room,
when the Rev, Mr. Modle was announood
Mr, Mordle wos the curate of Oakbury, and
always n weleane guest st Hazlowood House,
It was an unspoken axiom of the Talberts that
thoe church set the seal of Atoess upon ber ser-
vants, or st lonst upon her upper servants.
Chrgan blowers, parish clorks and openers
were the lower servints—ao, all w
oqual, o clergyman could  always
through the exclusivenss which at
Hazlewood House, Mr. Mordle was clever in
his way, full of talk, sl of course knew
every in and out of the parish, in the sdmin-
istration to the wants of which he must have
found the Talberts a great nssistance, All
great men have their weaknessos—
thelr fricodship for Mr. Mordle was Tal-
berts' weaknes, But then they dearly loved
having & Hnger in the parochial pie, leaving
out of the question the fact that they lked the
curate, and in the kindoess of thelr hearts
pitied his loneliness,  Bo he often in
[lkn this, uninvited, and no doubt the
privilege to e a great honor.

On Mr, Mordle's side, he could
appreclate humor, the more 8o when ite axist-
once wis quite unsuspected by the sedate
bumorist. To him the study of Horace and
Herbert wus o matter of koen and enduring
dolight. -

They rose and greeted him. “Excuss me,"
sadd Horaee rathor nervously, “‘did—"

Y, 1 olid,” mnswersd the curste  briskly,
“1 rubbed them—1 serubbed them—my feet

1
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The curate's syes twinkled. He know Ann
Jenkins well—too well
“Careful and thrifty people wouldn't want
half-crowns. But how did you find out
true character™

galned for, _

"an:lh&hﬁlndhﬂ'mhﬁaldﬂﬁ
morning ornoe, KTave regret,
“When she got over the stile wo saw she had
on two odd stockings, a black one and & gray
one—or blue and gray, I am not certain
which."

“Rilue nnd”;rly."-id Herbert, ‘I noticed

“Oh dear, no," mald Herbeit, serously,
“"We argue in this way, The woman has two
of stocki "
“1 doubt it,” said the curate. *'But pover
mind—go on.” Hia friends were

themselves!

“Bhe has two one gray, the other
blue or black. bas worn one
into boles. Instead of sitting down and

dated condition ; s her condnct is doubly bad,
As I said, sbe is not & woman,"

Yyour argument is mpot illogical. Your
appears sound, your deductions
But—"

The curate was preparing for a delicious
battle on this subject, well worn or otherwine,
of Ann Jenkins' bose:

i

ters that the man had brought the child.

“"What man! What child” askel Horace,
“Da you expect & man or a child, Herbert?

""Certainly not. What do you mean, Whit-
takeri"

“A rallway man has brought a child, sir.
He sayu it is to be left here,”

“*There must be some o' upid niistake.”

“No doubt, sir,” sald Whittaker, respect-
fully, but showing that his opinion quite coln-
cided with his masters,”

“Where js tho man[" asked Hurace,

“In the ir,"

“Did he wipe his shoes nsked Herbert, in
dread. '

““Certainly,sir; I insisted upon bis doing so."

“"We had better see the stupid man and sst
the matter right," waid Hornce, "Excuse us
for & moment, Mr, Mordle.”

The two tall men walked into the hall, leav-
ing Mr. Mordie to chmckle at hisease, Hazle-
wood House was certainly a most interesting
place this evening. It was lucky for the
curate that be indulged in his merriment
with his face turned from the doo as in &
minute the respectable Whittaka entered
the room, That functionary was niost ten-
acious that due respect should be shown to
his masters. Most y the look of
vivid amusement on Mr. Mordle's features
would, bad he seen it, have made an ensmy
for life of the faithful Whittaker.

“Mr, Talbert and Mr, Herbert would be
glad if you would step out for a moment, sir.”

Thereupon Mr. Mordle went into the hall

Standing sheoplshly on
the door mat, or rather on one of the

the Brobdignagians stock
liver; nor could the picture have been
way spolled when he himself, a tall man,
went to one end of the table, while Whil

“Guard of five o'clock down, gentlemen; he
says child was left in II.HHE

Mother out at Dideot, and mimed
train or 't come back, Guard told me to

got cab and bring the child here. Baid I'd be | almself under

paid well for my trouble. Cab was three and
ulx, tlemen."”

B must be some mistake, What are
we to dof™ asked the brothers,

“Don't expect any visitors, I supposel”
askad the curnte,

‘None whatever, You must take the child
away again,” said H irace, turning to the por-
ter, The man gaped.

“What am I to do with it, siri” he asked,

“Lost parcels offioe,” & Mr, Mordle
quietly, Whittaker gave him a reproachful
look, matter was too serious & one for jest,

“Cut the label off," was the curate's next
plece of advice. *'There may bo a letter under
'L\'

They took it off, The label was nm]:uv of
writly gummed on to & p card
whlnhm torn or cut irregularly, No
lotter waa conceald beneath it. Then they
searched the pookets of the child's little coat,
but found nothing. Their perplexity in-
croasnd,

“I'l wish you good evening, gentlemen,”
sdd the porter, “Cab was thres and six."
The **Tabbies™ were on the horns of & dilam-
ma. The eyes which could detect the ¢
ancy in the unfortunate Mrs, Jenkine' stock-
ings were ablo to we that the baby was
wall, even very well, clad. It was just possd-
ble that a letter had miscarvied—possible that
some one was coming to Hazlewood Houss
without invitation or notive—that she had
really mised the tinin at Dideot; that she
would arrive in the course of an hour or two
and explain muttors, The safest plan was to

the child for a while.

ving wmottled this, Horace flshed flve
nl:.l.mntwtnt his pocket and sent the portar
away happy. Thereupon Herbert produced
a half crown which he handed to his brother,
who pocketed it without comment and as &
matter of course. They were not miserly
men, but musde n point of being just and ex-
act in their dealings with one another down
to the uttermost farthing. Much annoysnoe
would be saved if all men were the same as
the Talberts with respect to small sums. Nov-
ertholows, this rigid sdjustment of matters
pecunjary wias a tralt lu thelr characters
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it as we choose,
the inforced meeting between
Clauson and ber took place, the

otherwise—is a deplorable thing; doubly de-
plerable for the neutral who lack
the exciternent of the
For & while Sir Maingay's life was anything
but & happy oe,

It matters little who was most to blame—

born t, and want of to the
inevi Clauson retaliating
with all an injured woman's pettiness

e was the pernon to present her step-

T B St o
] H N Was

!h-mlnm'm ! m

stemptod to exerciss parental authority,
Wheroupon Mism Clauson cut the matter
thort, and declined being pressuted at all. It
wus a most dreadful state of affairsl You

sremnos of & gracious
Lady Clauson, who was exact in
‘ollowing the society,

his second
looks, madls her look
contempt. BShe did

w.mmuh ot meet
to live alone. She heard his remarks
in lence, then gave him her opiaion on the
matier

“Jdop't want to be » lllhlnuh‘ﬂu
papa. Iam eightesn now—tooold to go
o school. It's nonsenss, of courss, to my I
thould like to earn own lving,

ﬁk
]

wi
s
‘or

which greatly tickled Mr. Mordle, vould all go abroad together.”

All the while the littie boy, with fat sturdy '  Ledy who was by no means & flool,
=TI Sh = U AR AT = M = %
R N e e

Te
a.w' A ﬂ'ﬁe!::'"' lae o 3
mn the pract an;

cinn—this is not our mh{ﬂhtpﬂ*‘l’z
claim that i he were toadd Prauna to
his riptions, as directed Inh our book
bty By a1l ruguioi b wouls un
" y he would cure
all his 'Et"nh. 4

Mr. Henry C, n, Ironton, Law-
rence Coum,r.D‘h ,writes: “ My wife
has been sorely distressed for many years,
Her disease or diseases and the symptoms
of them have been so varied that an at-
tempt to describe them would be’ more
than I feel able to undertuke, I have
paid over a thousand (1,000) dollars for
doctora and medicines for her, without an
satisfactory results, We read so muc
about your Prruxa that I was forced to
try it. Shehas now taken five bottles
they have done her more than al
the doctors and medicine that she has ev-
er made use of. Prruna is certainly m
God-send to humanity,”

Mrs. O. L. Gregory, Las Vegas, San
Migvel County, New Mexico, writes: “I
hhrlnr Peruxa and MaNALIN saved my

2.

Mrs. Cora Engel, First House on La-
zelle street, near Rich, Columbus, Ohio,
says. * It affords me much pleasure to
state to you the benefit I have received
from your Peruxa, I had been troubled
with kidney complaint and dizziness in
my head for eighteen years, 1 tried diff-
erent kinds of patent medicines, and con-
sulted a number of physicians,but received
no benefit whatever,  About three weeks
ago 1 commenced taking PerunA, I be-
gan to get better before I had taken halt
& bottle. The dizziness has disappeared,
and the other affection has 86 much im-

»d that | am positive, after I will

ve taken another bottle, I will be entire-
Iy well. I fecl like & different person al-
ready. A number of my fricnds have
laed’il. and they think it Is a wonderfii
remedy. My husband says it s coe ur
the best medicines for 8’ cough the: ==

ever took,”
A, W, Blackburn, Wonster, O., writes:
" Several weeks ago a man came to e,
all broken down, torrilily nervous, <tom-
ach without any power ta digest food,
Had tried four doctors; nonedid him any
Asked me to do somcthing for
im. I recommended MaxarLin. He
told me to-day that he has been taking it

mgullr}y. and is now almost well, Suid
he would sound the praiscs of MANALIN
far and near.”

—_— -
bad by L vane found out that rie noeded
something more than mere god 1o0lu to go
down, or ;7o up, in thesoclety hor lua 11

for. Fhela!, therefore, nado up ! idnd to

become « travelul woman, and Lo orunged
that Hir ! 'n wony should take L ¢ varjoty
of forc.;n  utrles. The proj ir was
to be nu f years, and h - ip had
adim i« ‘ng, or of i 110 One
alse to v . . deseriliy -worn -
pathways vl Loonpt fo te s ped to
taks the woo bl Ly st WO,

U1 ean't go abirond with yo., « L atrioe,
"1 shadl be wiserable wysll ©00 cuke you
wisoralile

“But if you stay in England vou must be

presented and come out and all that sort of
"

“If ever I do get marrisd,” sid Beatrioe
irily, “I will be presented ns Lady Clauson
was, on my marriage."

8ir Maingay's cheek reddened. He was
much hurt by the sreasm. Poor old King
Lear found a fitting imile for an ungratful
shild, but the sharpness of a sarcastic child
iy more painful than a whole jawfulo' ser-
pent's teeth. Ho did not reply; but the
worthy baronet was at his wits' end. What
rould he do with this girlt Ho bad very fow
relations—hoe cared for mone of them. Old
Mr. Talbert, of Hazlewood House, was a cop-
firmed invalid: Horace and Herbert wore
men without homes or wives, Bir Maingay
was willing encugh that Beatrice should re-
main in Lngland, He had suTersd much
during the last few months from the disen-
dons of his wife and daughter. Put where
to bestow Beatrion!

At last bo remembered an aunt of his own
who lived in quiet retirement in one of the
suburbs of London. 1t was of conse nhssl
for Beatrice to think of Nving st Foir soline,
in & half-closed house with s houselaspor nod
e or two servants.  Bo it wos arvanged that
her great-nunt should take her while fir

and Lady Clansan wers on thedor

tinent. 8o to Mrs. Ersldue’s she wont, aiuci,
ns that lndy was very old, very deaf, nn
no company, it mny bo prosumed (Lot Min
Clsuson had scenrcely & werry tine of it duc-
ing her father's absence—an sbscnon whi iy
from one reason or anotber lasted qite foue
years,

BEATRICE OLAUSON,
After a whils Bir Maingay alriet forgot

be had a dauzlhter. The Clawont reitled
down to continental life for an indulinite
time, Lady Clauson kuew she v huprov-
ing herself, and morcover, that Sie Meingay
was iaving cuough money to relsnlsh the
town buuso from top to bottom v lenever
they did return to England,  Tn the course of
the four years spent abrosd, Loy Claoson
rectificd hor predecessor’s sine of «ulssion,
and gave her devoted husbaid tv 0 Do boy-
bablee, In the revived delights of paternity
—a paternity which 8 8o espocinlly doar te
middle age—Sir Muingay thouglv l'ttle of
the troublosome, obstinate girl be L od loft in
England., His wife and his bovs nll but
turnesl Ler out of his beart, Fo lore was
Bentrice in the oxtraordinary e sition of

being n burongt a daughter with scarcely &
a frivn | o the world,
At Lust the Clansons returne 1 to Nogland,

Whether ber Indyship wreole 1o 0% or nob
is & matter of uneoruinty ; oo L was
never published, Heatrice o " ectdom
to rejolning the family circle * fnther
and his wife found her greatly char, w1, She
was quleter, more reserved, 1re wnenable
to reason, It seemed to Sivr Muing oy {hot ohe
had ber time ot Mrs, Brskio o otudg.
mpl:lmlrnlnsahu had asquired ol lng‘il
ened the baronet; but howas (v e
bhad grown into m beautiful v 1, end go
be folt quite proud of his negle tol Caughbes,
and hoped that things would {00 10 future
run emoothly. o Ay
m'!ﬂs\‘ N s e there
no doubt as to with whom tho fnult ]u)’.‘!
beauty like Lady Cluuson could w0t endure

the constant presence of & Youuper, (resher
and even more beautiful besuty, Hbo wes
also feadous b the way fn which b v ov nebll-

dren took te Beatrice. Besides, b 1 uovar
forgiven ‘*he girl. Relations won grew
strained, and towards the end ol tho yesp
Beatrice wrote to her uncles, minl ashed 12
they would give her & homme,

T HE CONTINUED,

There is considerablo  barbed fence
in Muricopa uuunl{. Avizdun, nod the
vast flocks of wild ducks which fre.
quent the valley often fly low, and,
striking the bavbed fence, become ime

wled theceon, It is said that tons of

ueks are gathered daily by the boys

from the fences and sent to markek




